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K unio Murayama was born on June 31, 1944 in Miyagi, Japan. His etucation in Shito-ryu karate

began in 1862 when he was enrolled at Toyo University Karate Club under the direction of
| & Master Manzo Iwata a direct student of Grand Master Kenwa Mabuni founder of the Shite-Ryu
Karate System. He received his 1st degree black belt in Shito-ryu Karate-do in 1963 and continued to
train at the University even after he graduated with an economics degree in 1966. From 1966 through
1968 Kunio Murayama served as captain and coach at the Toyo University Karate Cluh.

His enthusiasm, hard work and diligent training allowed him to become “‘Uchi-Deshi’ (live-in-disci-
ple) under Master Manzo Iwata from 1968-1970, where he received his ‘menkyo’ (teaching certifi-
cate) directly from Master Iwata. During 1970, Master Iwata asked Murayama sensei to help further
develop Shito-Ryu Karate-do by moving to Mexico and establishing a permanent facility in Mexico.
Later that year Murayama sensei was a&pointed Technical Director of the Mexican National Karate
Team that competed at the 1st. WUKO World Karate-do Championships, in Tokyo, Japan.

After returning from the WUKO World : Mexico. In 1988, Murayama sensei received his Pan-
Championships, sensei Murayama continued to : American Union of Karate-do Organizations (PUKO)
establish a good following and hegan teaching in : Referee licence in New Orleans, USA and the World
Monterrey, Mexico. In 1975 Murayama sensei was  : Union of Karate-do Organizations (WUKO) Judge
appointed Technical Director of the Nuevo Leon : licence in Cairo, Egypt. During 1990, at the 10th

Karate Team of the Mexican National Championships : WUKO World Championships in Mexico City, sensei
and later, Technical Director of the Mexican National : Murayama received his WUKO Referee licence.
Team competing at the 3rd WUKO World Karate-do :  In1991, Murayama sensei expanded his organiza-
Championships in Long Beach, California. A student : tion by officially accepting sensei Sam Moledzki and
of Murayama sensei’s, Mr. Tony Rivera, won a con- : his Shito-Ryu group from Toronto, Canada into the
troversial last match against the famous European  : Shito-Kai Murayama Karate Organization. Since then
Karate Champion, Dominique Valera of France. : Murayama sensei has also welcomed the USA and
Between 1975 and 1985, Murayama sensei served : most recently the United Kingdom into his Shito-Kai
as Technical Director of the Mexican National; Karate : family along side Costa Rica, Guatemala, and the
Team at over a dozen National, International, Pan-  : Dominican Republic, which he regularly visits in a
America, and World Championships finishing with  : bid to share his vast knowledge and experience as
many first place team and individual event titles for  * one of the worlds leading Masters of Shitoryu.
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